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Textual	criticism	without	context:	
On	the	role	of	the	conjecture	in	the	new	edition	of	the	fragments	of	the	

Roman	comic	poets	
	

1 Conjectures	in	the	quoting	context	

T1:		 Naeuius,	Acontizomenus	(per	coniecturam)	=	Naev.	com.	(Acontizomenus)	1	Ribbeck	
	

Char.	gramm.	p.	273,	11:		PRIME	Plautus	⟨…	,	item	Naeuius⟩	(add.	Schoell	ad	Plaut.	Truc.	454)	
in	Acontizomeno:	Acontizomenos	fabula	est	prime	proba. 	 	
	
‘The	Acontizomenos	is	an	eminently	good	play.’	

	
Plautus,	Acontizomenus	(dubium):	Vide	ad	Naev.	Acontizomenus	

	
	
T2:		 inc.	inc.,	incerti	generis	=	Atta	com.	(Nurus*)	11(1)	Ribbeck	=	Atta	com.	13	Daviault	

Char.	p.	132,	4:	(ω	=	N	D	[=	DC	DP])	GVLAM,	ut	Iulius	Modestus	ait,	per	u	scribemus,	non	per	
y,	quae	Graecis	uocabulis	necessaria	est	et	saepe	in	u	transit,	ut		
	 in	suemur	ait	in	nuro	N	
	 ut	sue	mus	[postea	suprascr.	suecius]	ait	in	mido	DC		
	 ut	Suecius	ait	in	Mido	DP	
Inter	se	degularunt	omnia. 		
	
‘They	ate	it	all	up	among	themselves.’	

	
N		 ®	ut	in	sue	mure.	Atta	in	nuro	(i.	e.	Nuru)	praeeunte	Hertzio	Ribbeck2	
DC	DP		 ®	ut	Sueius	ait	in	Nido	Baehrens		

	
	
T3:		 Titinius,	Barbatus	/	Barbatus?	=	Titin.	com.	(Barbatus)	Ribbeck	
	
Titinius	…	 codd.	 edd.	

- Priscian:	 barbato	 ®	 Barbato	 	 	
- Festus:	 barbato	 ®	 Barbato	

barrato		 ®	 Barbato	:	Barathro		
- Nonius:	 2x	barbato	 ®	 Barbato	

varrato	(arrato	:	varro)	 ®	 Barbato	:	Aratro	:	Varo	
- Charisius:	 barrato	:	uarrato	

barato	:	barnato	 ®	 Barbato	:	Barathro	:	Barbaro		
2x	baratto	:	barato		
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2 Conjectures	within	the	actual	fragments	

T4:		 Naev.	com.	4	apud	Char.	p.	268		
	

†Sulpicii†	noctu	interfecit	
‘Sulpicius’s	…	in	the	night	…	killed’	

	
Char.	gramm.	p.	268,	24	Noctu	diuque	…	Naeuius	in	Acontizomeno:	Sulpicii 	noctu	interfecit . 	

Sulpicii]	 ⟨)ilium⟩	S.	vel	⟨seruum⟩	S.	Bothe	 –	‘He?	killed	S.’s	son/S.’s	slave	in	the	night’	
	 Sulpitium	Bothe	 –	‘He?	killed	Sulpicius	in	the	night’		
	 possis	Sulpicius		 –	‘Sulpicius	killed	in	the	night’	
	 supplicio	vel	suppliciis	Ribbeck1/3	 –	‘He?	killed	executing	death	sentence	in	the	night’	
	 supplicem	Ribbeck3	 –	‘He?	killed	a	suppliant	in	the	night’	
	 possis	suo	pilo	 –	‘He?	killed	in	the	night	with	his	spear’	

	

T5:		 Afran.	com.	187	Ribbeck	apud	Non.	p.	504,	18	
	

aquam	ex	†seno†	haurire,	qui	lauerent	manus	
‘They	take	water	from	the	†senus?/senum?†	in	order	to	wash	their	hands?!’	

	
Non.	p.	504,	18	(lauere	pro	lauare)	LAVERENT	…	Afranius	Fratriis:	Aquam	–	manus. 	

seno]		 seno	codd.,	sino	ς	
	 aeno	Bücheler,	senarium	efCiciens		
	 coeno	(i.e.	caeno)	ed.	1511,	vide	Ribbeck2	p.	LXX	sq.,	cf.	Otto,	1890,	137	sq:		
	 	 Lucil.	 fr.	 659	 M:	 mordicus	 petere	 aurum	 e	 )lamma	 expediat,	 e	 caeno	 cibum		

–	‘It	may	be	worth	while	to	pick	out	with	the	teeth	gold	from	Clame,	food	from	Cilth.’	
	 	 [Warmington]	

	 	 ‘SufCiciat	 Aquam⟨ne⟩	 ex	 caeno	 haurire,	 qui	 lauerent	 manus?	 (i.e.	 inCinitivus	
indignantis,	cf.	Hofmann-Szantyr	366,	Bennett	I	424	sq.’	Deufert	

®		 Aquam	ex	aeno	haurire,	qui	lauerent	manus?!	
	 ‘They	take	water	from	the	kettle	in	order	to	wash	their	hands?!’	
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